
Pleasant Street School Recovery Curriculum: September 2020 
 

Pleasant Street Primary School pledges itself to be a place where uniqueness is 
celebrated and all individuals will find safety and respect for themselves, their 

families and their way of life.’ 

 
Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, all children and families will have been affected 
to varying levels. The missed academic opportunities that have arisen, are only a 
small dimension of the issues we all face as we come to terms with the 
consequences of this pandemic.  
 
At Pleasant Street we aim to ensure that our children and families have access to 
emotional and well-being support, that in turn, will provide a secure base for 
developing the skills needed to be life-long learners. 
 
The key common thread that runs through the current lived experiences of our 
community is loss. For many children, the loss of structure during the pandemic will 
have been devastating. The loss of daily routines, social interaction, freedom, 
opportunity and friendships will all have an impact on the mental health of our school 
community. In some cases, inevitably, some of our school community would have 
lost family members and friends. Those losses can trigger anxiety and trauma. For 
them all to appear at once, is especially significant for the developing child. Our 
children are vulnerable at this time; their mental health fragile and the witnessing of 
adult anxiety can serve only to impact on their wellbeing. 
 
At Pleasant Street, we believe that all of our learners will need a holistic recovery; 
some may need a focused recovery intervention programme, personalised to their 
needs; others may need a deeper and longer lasting recovery period, enabling a 
fuller exploration of the severity of their trauma, but we will whole heartedly plan for 
experiences that provide the space for recovery. 
 
Our Recovery Curriculum will be multi-faceted but built around developing 
independence alongside emotional stability.  
 
Our Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education underpins both the taught, extra-
curricular, as well as the invisible curriculum, in that all staff endeavour to be 
powerful, positive role models for all our children.  

Life Skills which are valued and promoted at Pleasant Street can be summarised 
through our 5 R’S. This will be embedded throughout our curriculum… 

RESPECT: The importance of respecting ourselves and others 

RESILIENCE: Believing in ourselves; when things become difficult we try harder 

REFLECTION: Always considering the thoughts and feelings of others 

RESPONSIBILITY: Personal responsibility for behaviour, work and future 

RESOURCEFULNESS: Independence in finding solutions to problems. 



On returning in September, we will add elements to our curriculum to ensure the 
appropriate support is in place to provide the emotional and academic guidance 
needed for our pupils. 

This will include using a selection of key texts in our English and SMSC Curriculum 
that promote our values, increased Philosophy for Children sessions, short academic 
interventions for individuals and small groups, counselling sessions for pupils and 
parents as required and individual class assemblies promoting social and emotional 
well-being. In addition, we will introduce an emotional support programme called 
‘Thrive’ and have employed the services of a full-time Family Liaison Officer who will 
be invaluable in providing the support necessary in this unprecedented of times. 

There will be slight changes to the school day that will ease congestion issues, 
changes to lunch and playtimes and Breakfast Club and Extra-Curricular Clubs will 
hopefully resume by the end of September.  

The support of parents will be crucial at this time. We will endeavour to provide help 
and guidance to our parents over the coming months so that they are well equipped 
to enhance the emotional and academic needs of each child. The continued 
emotional development of our pupils is our key aim at this time. This is the bedrock 
that will allow our children to flourish and become life-long independent learners.  

I wish you all a peaceful and safe summer and look forward to welcoming the whole 
school community back to Pleasant Street in September. 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Neil Verdin (Headteacher) 
Pleasant Street Primary School 
 


