
Phase 1 Geography – Learning Journey 

Y1

Y2

What is like around 
my school? What is 

it like in my city? 

What do you know 
about the UK?

Comparing 
Continents 
and Cities

In this topic the children will recap 
their understanding of continents.  
They will find out about different 
cities and countries and some of 

the global issues affecting the 
world.  

In this topic the children 
will find out about 

continents and then focus 
on Australia.  They will 

compare the physical and 
human features of 

Australia and the UK. 

In this topic the children will look at the 
physical and human geographical 

features of their school and city.   They 
will use a range of maps and aerial 

pictures and take part in fieldwork trips. 

In this topic the children will 
find out about the UK and it 

capital cities.  

I can use aerial photographs 
and plans to recognise 

landmarks and features of 
places.

I can follow directions; up, 
down, left, right, forwards 

and backwards.

I can use basic geographical 
vocabulary to describe both 

human and physical features e.g. 
city, town, village, shop.

I can draw a 
simple map 

including a key 
with symbols.

I can collect information about 
my local environment.

I understand the meaning 
of 5 key topic words, I can spell 
them and know how to use them 

in context.

LOCATIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE, 
HUMAN AND 

PHYSICAL AND 
SKILLS AND 
FIELDWORK I can use information 

books to compare the 
similarities and 

differences between 
places studied.

I can name and locate 
the countries and capital 
cities of the UK and talk 

about what they are 
like.

I can ask questions about places 
studied at KS1.

I can use basic geographical 
vocabulary to describe both 

human and physical features.

PLACE KNOWLEDGE, 
LOCATIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE 

GEOGRAPHICAL 
VOCAB AND SKILLS 

AND FIELDWORK

CULTURAL 
CAPITAL: Visit to 

Liverpool 
landmarks.

I can draw around objects to 
make a plan.

I can draw maps of real life and 
made up places.

I can ask questions about places 
studied at KS1.

PLACE 
KNOWLEDGE, 

GEOGRAPHICAL 
VOCAB AND 
SKILLS AND 
FIELDWORK

I can identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the UK.

I understand the meaning 
of 5 key topic words, I can spell 
them and know how to use them 

in context.

In this topic the 
children will look at the 

physical and human 
geographical features 
of cities and coasts.  
They will complete a 

fieldwork visit to 
Formby. 

CULTURAL 
CAPITAL: Visit to 

Formby

I can use aerial 
photographs and 
plans to recognise 

landmarks and 
features of places.

I can use basic 
geographical vocabulary to 
describe both human and 
physical features e.g. city, 

town, village, shop.

I can use information books to 
compare the similarities and 
differences between places 

studied.

I can ask questions about places 
studied at KS1.

I can name and locate the 
countries and capital cities 
of the UK and talk about 

what they are like.

I can draw maps of real life and 
made up places.

I can draw a 
simple map 

including a key 
with symbols.

I can draw a route showing 
features.

I can use a simple plan 
to follow a route.

READING LINK: 
Whole Class 

Reading: Claude 
in the City

PLACE KNOWLEDGE, 
LOCATIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE 

GEOGRAPHICAL 
VOCAB, HUMAN AND 

PHYSICAL AND SKILLS 
AND FIELDWORK

I can name and locate 
the world’s seven 

continents and five 
oceans using globes, 
maps and atlases.

I can use basic geographical 
vocabulary to describe both 
human and physical features 

e.g. city, town, village, 
beach, cliff, coast.

I can use information books to 
compare the similarities and 
differences between places 

studied.

I understand the meaning 
of 5 key topic words, I can spell 
them and know how to use them 

in context.

I can explain 
geographical similarities 
and difference between 
an area of the UK and a 

non-European 
country.

I can ask 
questions 

about places 
studied at 

KS1.

I can identify hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to 

the Equator and North and 
South Poles.

I can use aerial 
photographs and plans 
to recognise landmarks 
and features of places.

I understand the meaning 
of 10 key topic words, I 

can spell them and know 
how to use them in 

context.

PLACE KNOWLEDGE, 
LOCATIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE 

GEOGRAPHICAL 
VOCAB, HUMAN AND 

PHYSICAL AND SKILLS

Our World

I can name and locate 
the world’s seven 

continents and five 
oceans using globes, 
maps and atlases.

I can use basic 
geographical vocabulary 
to describe both human 

and physical features 
e.g. city, town, village, 

beach, cliff, coast.
I can use information books to 
compare the similarities and 
differences between places 

studied.

I can explain 
geographical similarities 
and difference between 
an area of the UK and a 

non-European 
country.

I can ask 
questions 

about places 
studied at 

KS1.

I can identify hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to 

the Equator and North and 
South Poles.

I can use aerial 
photographs and plans 
to recognise landmarks 
and features of places.

I understand the meaning 
of 10 key topic words, I 

can spell them and know 
how to use them in 

context.


