
    Pleasant Street Primary School – D&T Vocabulary   
                         

 

Vocabulary in blue represents prior learning.   

 

EYFS Year One Year Two  Year Three  Year Four Year Five  Year Six  
Topic Specific Vocabulary 

Nursery 
Scissors, glue, tear, rip, cut, 
join, build, construction kits, 
threading, chopping, shop, 
shopping list, cook, bake, 
 

Mechanisms –
Sliders and Levers 
Key Vocabulary 
Sliders, levers, pivot, 
slot, bridge, guide, 
card, masking tape, 
paper fastener, join, 
pull, push, up, down, 
straight, curve, 
forwards, backwards 
 
Textiles- Puppets 
Key Vocabulary 
Running stitch, fabric, 
needle, thread, knot, 
scissors, template, 
pattern pieces, mark 
out, join, decorate, 
finish 
 
Food and Nutrition- 
Fruit Salad 
Key Vocabulary 
Fruit names, knife, 
chopping board, cut, 
slice, seed, pip, core  
Also sensory 
vocabulary  
e.g. soft, juicy, 
crunchy, sweet, sticky 
etc. 

Mechanisms – Wheels 
and Axles 
Key Vocabulary 
Vehicle, wheel, axle, axle 
holder, chassis, body, cab, 
assembling, cutting, 
joining, shaping, finishing, 
fixed, free, moving, 
mechanism 
 
Structures- Chairs 
Key Vocabulary 
Cut, fold, join, fix, 
structure, weak, strong, 
base, top, underneath, 
side, edge, surface, 
thinner, thicker, corner, 
point, straight, curved, 
metal, wood, plastic, 
circle, triangle, square, 
rectangle, cuboid, cube, 
cylinder. 
 
Cooking & Nutrition –
Pasta Salad 
Key Vocabulary 
Knife, chopping board, cut, 
slice, seed, pip, core  
Vegetable names, peeling 
slicing, cutting, squeezing, 
Also sensory vocabulary  
e.g. soft, juicy, crunchy, 
sweet,  sticky, smooth, 
sharp etc. 

Mechanisms- Levers, 
Linkages and pneumatics 
Key Vocabulary 
Mechanism, lever, linkages, 
pivot, slot, bridge, guide, 
system, input, process, 
output, linear, rotary, 
oscillating, reciprocating, 
components, fixing, 
attaching, tubing, syringe, 
plunger, split-pin, paper 
fastener, pneumatic system, 
input movement, output 
movement, control, 
compression, pressure, 
inflate, deflate, pump, seal, 
air-tight 
 
Textiles-Bags 
Key Vocabulary 
Fabric,  fasteners, 
compartments, zip, button, 
structure, finishing 
technique, strength, 
weakness, stiffening, 
templates, stitch, seam, 
seam allowance 
 
Cooking & Nutrition –
Sandwich 
Key Vocabulary 
Bread, sandwich, spread, 
texture, taste, sweet, 
appearance, smell, taste, 
cook, fresh, savoury, 
hygienic, edible, grown, 
reared, caught, frozen, 
tinned, processed, 
harvested, healthy varied 
diet. 

Structures- Boxes 
Key Vocabulary 
Shell structures, three 
dimensional, net, cube, 
cuboid, prism, vertex, 
edge, face, length, 
width, breadth, capacity, 
marking out, scoring, 
shaping, tabs, 
adhesives, joining, 
assemble, accuracy, 
material, stiff, strong, 
reduce, reuse, recycle, 
corrugating, ribbing, 
laminating 
 
Simple Circuits and 
Circuits- Simple Game 
Key Vocabulary 
Series circuit, fault, 
connection, toggle 
switch, push to make 
switch, push to break 
switch, battery/cell, 
battery holder, bulb, bulb 
holder, wire, insulator, 
conductor, crocodile clip 
 
Cooking & Nutrition –
Pizza 
Key Vocabulary 
Healthy varied diet, 
ingredients, yeast, flour, 
dough, wholemeal, 
spice, herbs, fat, sugar, 
carbohydrates, proteins, 
vitamins, nutrients, 
healthy, varied, knead, 
roll out, pour mix, shape 
 

Mechanisms- Gears and 
Pulleys 
Key Vocabulary 
Pulley, drive belt, gear, 
rotation, spindle, driver, 
follower, ratio, transmit, axle, 
motor, circuit, switch, circuit 
diagram, annotated drawings, 
exploded diagram, 
mechanical system, electrical 
system, input, process, output 
 
Textiles- Slippers 
Key Vocabulary 
Seam, seam allowance, 
wadding, reinforce, right side, 
wrong side, hem, template, 
pattern pieces, name of textile 
names, names of fastenings, 
pins, needles, thread, pinking 
shears, iron transfer paper 
 
 
Cooking & Nutrition –Soup 
Key Vocabulary 
Healthy varied diet, 
ingredients, spice, herbs, fat, 
sugar, carbohydrates, 
proteins, vitamins, nutrients, 
healthy, varied, gluten, dairy, 
allergy, intolerance, 
seasonality. savoury, source, 
stir, pour, sprinkle, crumble 

Mechanisms- CAMS (including 
famed structures) 
Key Vocabulary 
Cam, snail cam, off-centre cam, 
pear shaped cam, follower, axle, 
shaft, crank, handle, rotation, rotary 
motion, oscillating motion, 
annotated sketches, exploded 
diagrams, mechanical system, 
input movement, process, output 
movement 
Frame structure, stiffen, 
strengthen, reinforce, triangulation, 
stability, shape, join, temporary, 
permanent 
 
CAD (using CRUMBLE) -Night 
Lights 
Key Vocabulary 
Reed switch, toggle switch, push to 
make switch, push to break switch, 
light emitting diode (LED), bulb, 
bulb holder, battery, battery holder, 
USB cable, wire, insulator, 
conductor, crocodile clip, 
CRUMBLE, control, program, 
system, input device, output device 
 
 
Cooking & Nutrition –Spicy 
Noodles 
Key Vocabulary 
Healthy varied diet, 
ingredients, spice, herbs, fat, 
sugar, carbohydrates, proteins, 
vitamins, minerals, nutrients, 
healthy, water, use by date marks, 
best before date marks, 
seasonality, produced, processed, 
balanced diet, ingredients used in 
different dishes. 
 

Reception 
Design, make, create, 
scissors, glue, cut, join, 
build, construction kits, 
instructions, laces, 
threading,  chopping, 
chopping board, knife, cut, 
mix, cooker, cook, oven, 
bake   
 
 


